
ITEM NO.1               COURT NO.1               SECTION X

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

WRIT PETITION(S)(CIVIL)  NO(S).  1022/1989

ALL INDIA JUDGES ASSOCIATION & ORS.                PETITIONER(S)

                                VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS.                              RESPONDENT(S)

[ONLY I.A. NO. 230675/2025 IS LISTED UNDER THIS MATTER] 
IA No. 230675/2025 - APPROPRIATE ORDERS/DIRECTIONS
 
Date : 07-10-2025 This matter was called on for hearing today.

CORAM : 
         HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE K. VINOD CHANDRAN

Amicus Curiae      Mr. Siddharth Bhatnagar, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Ankit Yadav, AOR
                   Mr. Aditya Sidhra, Adv.
                   Ms. Pracheta Kar, Adv.
                   Mr. Nadeem Afroz, Adv.
                   Ms. Gunjan Rathore, Adv.
                   Ms. Shivangi Gulati, Adv.
                   Mr. Chaitanya Sonkeria, Adv.
                   Ms. Aastha Harshwal, Adv.                   

For Petitioner(s) : Mr. Akhilesh Kumar Pandey, AOR
                   
                   Mr. A. Venayagam Balan, AOR
                   Mr. Gaurav Pal, Adv.
                   Mr. N Narasimha Murthy, Adv.
                   Mr. Md Mohsin, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Abhijit Sengupta, AOR
                   Mr. Kuheli Mitra, Adv.
                   Mr. Muddam Thirupathi Reddy, Adv.
                   Mr. Deepak Bahl, Adv.
                   Mr. Navneet Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. N.maylsamy, Adv.
                   Mr. Harish Adhikari, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Pravir Kumar Jain, AOR
                   Mrs. Amita Gupta, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Rakesh Dahiya, AOR
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                   Mr. Anuj Rathee, Adv.
                   
                   
For Respondent(s)/Applicant(s) :

Ms. A. Subhashini, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shibashish Misra, AOR
                   Mr. Manav Sabharwal, Adv.
                   Ms. Subashree Sen, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ajay Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Satish Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. T. V. Ratnam, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Arjun Garg, AOR
                   Ms. Sagun Srivastava, Adv.
                   Mr. Saaransh Shukla, Adv.
                   Ms. Muskan Bensla, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. G. Indira, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anandh Kannan N., AOR
                   
                   Mr. Gopal Jha, AOR
                   Mr. Shreyash Bhardwaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Nimish Arjaria, Adv.
                   Mr. Suresh Shambhuprasad Kanojia, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit Chandramohan Jha, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Arnav Singh Deo, Adv.
                   Mr. Ankit Aggarwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Nand Kishore Sharma, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Karan Bharihoke, AOR
                   
                   Mr. C Raghavendren, Adv.
                   Mrs. C Rubavathi, Adv.
                   Mr. P Rajaram, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Gupta, Adv.
                   Mr. Devansh Tyagi, Adv.
                   Mr. Ch Leela Sarveswar, Adv.
                   Mr. M. A. Chinnasamy, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Krishan Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Sukhamrit Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Sheetal Kandpal, Adv.
                   Mr. Lovely Tyagi, Adv.
                   Mr. Praveen Swarup, AOR
                   
                   Mr. T. Harish Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Ajit Pudussery, AOR
                   Mr. Raj Kumar Mehta, AOR
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                   Ms. Adviteeya, Adv.
                   Mr. Rakesh K. Sharma, AOR
                   
                   
                   Ms. Kumud Lata Das, AOR
                   Ms. Rubina Jawed, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Tiwari, Adv.
                   Mr. Harsh Ajay Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Pooja Rathore, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Dharmendra Kumar Sinha, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ashok Mathur, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Pradeep Misra, AOR
                   Mr. Ashok Kumar Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Rajiv Mehta, AOR
                   Mr. Abhisth Kumar, AOR
                   Mrs. Anil Katiyar, AOR
                   Mr. P. Parmeswaran, AOR
                   
                   Mrs. Revathy Raghavan, AOR
                   Mr. A. Vaikkalsamy, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. P. I. Jose, AOR
                   Mr. James P. Thomas, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. P. V. Yogeswaran, AOR
                   Mr. Arun K. Sinha, AOR
                   Mr. P. K. Jain, AOR
                   Mr. Jitendra Mohan Sharma, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Asha Gopalan Nair, AOR
                   Mr. Shashikant Pralhad Chaudhari, Adv.
                   Ms. Surbhi Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. T. Mahipal, AOR
                   Mr. Parijat Sinha, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Haresh Raichura, AOR
                   Mrs. Saroj Raichura, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Anil Shrivastav, AOR
                   Mr. Anil Shrivastav, A.A.G.
                   Ms. Avni Shrivastav, Adv.
                   
                   M/S.  Parekh & Co., AOR
                   
                   Mr. K.M. Nataraj, A.S.G.
                    Nalin Kohli, Adv.
                    B.k.satija, Adv.
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                    Sharath Nambiar, Adv.
                    Raman Yadav, Adv.
                    Aaditya Dixit, Adv.
                   Dr. N. Visakamurthy, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Naresh K. Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Ranjan Mukherjee, AOR
                   Mr. Kanhaiya Priyadarshi, AOR
                   M/S. Gagrat And Co, AOR
                   Mr. K. R. Sasiprabhu, AOR
                   Mr. Prashant Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Rajesh Srivastava, AOR
                   Mr. Gaurav Verma, Adv.
                   Ms. Riddhi Gupta, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. M. Veerappa, AOR
                   M/S. Arputham Aruna And Co, AOR
                   Mr. Radha Shyam Jena, AOR
                   
                   Dr. Sushil Balwada, AOR
                   Mr. Nandlal Kumar Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Srilok Nath Rath, Adv.
                   Mr. Sewa Singh Sahu, Adv.
                   Ms. Reena Rao, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. K. Ram Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Anil Nag, AOR
                   Mrs. Anjani Aiyagari, AOR
                   M/S.  Corporate Law Group, AOR
                   Ms. Hemantika Wahi, AOR
                   Mr. Pravir Choudhary, AOR
                   Mr. Kishan Datta, AOR
                   Mr. V. K. Sidharthan, AOR
                   Mr. Guntur Prabhakar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. P.n.ravindran, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. T. G. Narayanan Nair, AOR
                   Ms. Samyuktha H Nair, Adv.
                   Mr. Ajaya Kumar K.r., Adv.
                   
                   Ms. N. Annapoorani, AOR
                   Mr. Sanjay Jain, AOR
                   Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR
                   Mr. T. L. Garg, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Mukesh K. Giri, AOR
                   Mr. Mandaar Mukesh Giri, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ratan Kumar Choudhuri, AOR
                   Mr. G. Prakash, AOR
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                   Mr. Sunil Kumar Jain, AOR
                   Ms. Rashika Swarup, Adv.
                   Mr. Naman Jain, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Chander Shekhar Ashri, AOR
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
                   Ms. A. Sumathi, AOR
                   Mr. Gopal Balwant Sathe, AOR
                   Mr. Surya Kant, AOR
                   Dr.  J. P. Dhanda, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Kamal Mohan Gupta, AOR
                   Ms. Mehraj, Adv.
                   Ms. Urvi Gupta, Adv.
                   Mr. Umang Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Manish K. Bishnoi, AOR
                   Mrs. Bina Gupta, AOR
                   Mr. R. Sathish, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Krishnanand Pandeya, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Meera Mathur, AOR
                   Mr. T. V. George, AOR
                   Mr. B. D. Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. R. N. Keswani, AOR
                   
                   Mrs. D. Bharathi Reddy, AOR
                   Mr. Nishant Sharma, Adv.
                   Mrs. D Tejaswi Reddy, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Guntur Pramod Kumar, AOR
                   Ms. Prerna Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhruv Yadav, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhananjay Dutta Shrimali, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. P. S. Sudheer, AOR
                   M/S. Plr Chambers And Co., AOR
                   Ms. Taruna Ardhendumauli Prasad, AOR
                   Mr. Bijo Mathew Joy , AOR
                   
                   Mr. Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR
                   Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv.
                   Mr. Shrirang B. Varma, Adv.
                   Mr. Bharat Bagla, Adv.
                   Mr. Sourav Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Aditya Krishna, Adv.
                   Mr. Adarsh Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Chitransha Singh Sikarwar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
                   Ms. Ripul Swati Kumari, Adv.
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                   Mr. Yachna Sharma, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Nidhi Jaswal, AOR
                   Mr. Sanjay Kumar Tyagi, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ashutosh Dubey, AOR
                   Mr. Ashutosh Dubey, Adv.
                   Mrs. Rajshri Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhishek Chauhan, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit P Shahi, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Anirban Tripathi, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajendra Anbhule, Adv.
                   Mrs. Sona Khan, Adv.
                   Mr. Sumant Akram Khan, Adv.
                   Mr. H B Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Anirban Tripathy, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Purushottam Sharma Tripathi, AOR
                   Mr. Rajiv Kumar, Adv.
                   Ms. Vani Vyas, Adv.
                   Mr. Prakhar Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mrs. Pragya Baghel, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Nupur Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Abhimanyu Singh Ga, Adv.
                   Mr. Sarad Kumar Singhania, AOR
                   Ms. Rashmi Singhania, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ankur Kashyap, Adv.
                   Mr. Ajith S Ranganathan, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohit Rajershi, Adv.
                   Mr. Aman Bajaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Purushartha Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Dua, Adv.
                   Mr. Ankur Kashyap, AOR
                   
                   Mr. G. N. Reddy, AOR
                   Ms. Ranjeeta Rohatgi, AOR
                   Mr. Ajay Pal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Atul Kumar, AOR
                   Ms. Sweety Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Rahul Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Vb Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Ashutosh Upadhayay, Adv.
                   Ms. Diksha Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. Harsh Kumar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Rajshekhar Rao, Sr. Adv.
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                   Mr. Amit Gupta, AOR
                   Ms. Muskan Nagpal, Adv.
                   Mr. Kshitij Vaibhav, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Kaushik Choudhury, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Chirag M. Shroff, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Amrish Kumar, AOR
                   Ms. Sujata Kurdukar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sravan Kumar Karanam, AOR
                   Mr. Kumar Nikhil, Adv.
                   Mr. P. Venkatraju, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Abhishek Atrey, AOR
                   Dr. Abhishek Atrey, Adv.
                   Ms. Ishita Bist, Adv.
                   Ms. Vidyottma Jha, Adv.
                   Mr. Brijesh Kumar, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Mayuri Raghuvanshi, AOR
                   Mr. Vyom Raghuvanshi, Adv.
                   Ms. Akanksha Rathore, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Adarsh Upadhyay, AOR
                   Ms. Pallavi Kumari, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashank Pachauri, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. D. K. Devesh, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Milind Modi, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashank Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Rajan Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Ankit Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Umar Iqbal Khan, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. K.m. Nataraj, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
                   Mr. Nalin Kohli, Adv.
                   Mr. B K Satija, Adv.
                   Mr. Sharath Nambiar, Adv.
                   Mr. Vinayak Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Padmesh Mishra, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Daya Krishan Sharma, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Kunal Vajani, Adv.
                   Mr. Kunal Mimani, AOR
                   Mr. Prashant Alai, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Preetika Dwivedi, AOR
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                   Mr. Anupam Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhisek Mohanty, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Mahesh Thakur, AOR
                   Mr. Satyajeet Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Vivek Sharma, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Mrigank Prabhakar, AOR
                   Mr. Siddharth Sahu, Adv.
                   Ms. Astha Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. K M Natraj, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Raj Bahadur Yadav, AOR
                   Mr. B K Satija, Adv.
                   Mr. Sharath Nambiar, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajeeva Ranjan Rajesh, Adv.
                   Mr. Pratyush Srivastava, Adv.
                   Mr. Suvesh Kumar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Satish Pandey, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Aravindh S., AOR
                   Mr. Aman Gautam, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Enakshi Mukhopadhyay Siddhanta, AOR
                   Mr. Rao Raj Bahadur Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Vedant Mishra, Adv.
                   Ms. Smita Amratlal Vora, AOR
                   
                   Dr. Hemant Gupta, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Samar Vijay Singh, AOR
                   Ms. Payal Gupta, Adv.
                   Ms. Sabarni Som, Adv.
                   Mr. Rony John, Adv.
                   Mr. Aman Dev Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Gaj Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Soumyadeep  Chatterjee, Adv.
                   Ms. Aarti Harish Bhandari, Adv.
                   Mr. Vaibhav Vikram Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Jaideep Gupta, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Kunal Chatterji, AOR
                   Ms. Maitrayee Banerjee, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohit Bansal, Adv.
                   Mr. Varij Nayan Mishra, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Braj Kishore Mishra, AOR
                   Mr. Mahfooz Ahsan Nazki, AOR
                   Mr. Santosh Krishnan, AOR
                   Mr. Niranjan Sahu, AOR
                   Ms. Vishakha, AOR
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                   Ms. Aswathi M.k., AOR
                   
                   Mr. Kumar Anurag Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR
                   Mr. Shwetank Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Manoj Kumar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Smarhar Singh, AOR
                   Ms. Shweta Kumari, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhananjaya Kumar Tyagi, Adv.
                   Mr. Mohd Asim, Adv.
                   Mr. Pankaj Prakash, Adv.
                   Mr. Jai Krishna Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Raghvendra Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Anil Kumar Mishra-i, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Amit Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Dipesh Sinha, Adv.
                   Ms. Pallavi Barua, Adv.
                   Ms. Aparna Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Anand, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Karun Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Anupama Ngangom, Adv.
                   Ms. Rajkumari Divyasana, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR
                   Ms. Radhika Gautam, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Amit Anand Tiwari, Sr. A.A.G.
                   Mr. Sabarish Subramanian, AOR
                   Ms. Devyani Gupta, Adv.
                   Mr. Saushriya Havelia A, Adv.
                   Mr. Vishnu Unnikrishnan, Adv.
                   Ms. Tanvi Anand, Adv.
                   Mr. Danish Saifi, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Ankita Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Arjun D Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Ishika Neogi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Venkata Raghuvamsy D. , AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anandh Kannan N., AOR
                   
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
                   Mr. Dilip Annasaheb Taur, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sandeep Sudhakar Deshmukh, AOR
                   Mr. Nishant Sharma, Adv.
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                   Mr. Ankur  Savadikar, Adv.
                   Mr. Viraj M. Parakh, Adv.
                   Mr. Mayur Saavarkar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Pai Amit, AOR
                   Ms. Pankhuri Bhardwaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhiyudaya Vats, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Akshay Girish Ringe, AOR
                   Mr. Kartikeya Rastogi, D.A.G.
                   Ms. Inder Deep Kaur Raina, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Vinod Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. T. V. Ratnam, AOR
                   Mr. Sumeer Sodhi, AOR
                   Mr. Rajiv Ranjan Dwivedi, AOR
                   Ms. Namita Choudhary, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Nidhi Mittal, AOR
                   Ms. Jaya Choudhary, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Sahil Tagotra, AOR
                   Ms. Shreya Kasera, Adv.
                   Ms. Sakshi Garg, Adv.
                   
                   Mrs. D. Bharathi Reddy, AOR
                   Mr. Nishant Sharma, Adv.
                   Mrs. D Tejaswi Reddy, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. K.M. Natraj, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Neeraj Kr.sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.
                   Mr. Vatsal Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Adv.
                   Mr. Piyush Beriwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashwat Parihar, Adv.
                   Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. S. Gowthaman, AOR
                   
                   Mr. D. L. Chidananda, AOR
                   Mr. Muhammad Ali Khan, A.A.G.
                   
                   Mr. Som Raj Choudhury, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Maninder Acharya, Sr. Adv.
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                   Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
                   Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.
                   Ms. Yanmi Phazang, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Siddharth Sangal, AOR
                   Mr. Maibam Nabaghanashyam Singh, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ahanthem Henry, Adv.
                   Mr. Ahanthem Rohen Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Mohan Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Aniket Rajput, Adv.
                   Ms. Khoisnam Nirmala Devi, Adv.
                   Mr. Yeshu Mehta, Adv.
                   Mr. Tanay Hegde, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Mihir, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Asmita Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Sunny Choudhary, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sanjai Kumar Pathak, AOR
                   Mrs. Shashi Pathak, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Tripathi, Adv.
                   Ms. Shweta J. Dwivedi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
                   Mrs. Anu K Joy, Adv.
                   Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv.
                   Mr. Santhosh K, Adv.
                   Mrs. Devika A.l., Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Manju Jetley, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Manish Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Divyansh Mishra, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Guntur Pramod Kumar, AOR
                   Ms. Prerna Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhruv Yadav, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhananjay Dutta Shrimali, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Chanchal Kumar Ganguli, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
                   Mr. Satyalipsu Ray, Adv.
                   Mr. Deepak Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Shishir Kumar Jha, Adv.
                   Ms. Priyal Sheth, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Amit Kumar, Advocate General
                   Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR
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                   Mr. Aditya S. Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. T.k. Nayak, Adv.
                   Ms. Marbiang Khongwir, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ramesh Babu M. R., AOR

Mr. S.B. Talekar,Adv.
Mr. Pulkit Agarwal,Adv.
Mr. Sudhanshu Kumar,Adv.

Mr. R. Basant,Sr.Adv.
Mr. Raunak Arora,Adv.
Mr. Manu Krishnan G.,Adv.

Ms. Manisha Ambwani,Adv.
                   
          UPON hearing the counsel, the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

1. All the applications seeking intervention are allowed.

2. This  Court,  vide order  dated  17th September,  2025,  had

considered  an  application  filed  by  Shri.  Siddharth  Bhatnagar,

learned amicus curiae, who had pointed out an anomalous situation

viz., in most of the states, judicial officers recruited as Civil

Judge (‘CJ’) often do not reach the level of Principal District

Judge (‘PDJ’), leave aside reaching the position of a High Court

Judge.  This  has  resulted  in  many  bright  young  lawyers  being

dissuaded from joining the service at the level of CJ.

3. This Court, therefore, by the aforesaid order issued notice to

the  Chief  Secretaries/Administrators  of  all  the  States/Union

Territories  as  well  as  the  Registrar  Generals  of  all  the  High

Courts. In response to the notice issued by this Court, certain

High Courts so also certain States/Union Territories have filed

their respective responses.

4. Today, Shri. Bhatnagar has placed before this Court a note for

consideration and has submitted his recommendations in a tabulated

chart.

5. A perusal of the note reveals the divergent stands taken by

the High Courts as well as the States/Union Territories in this

regard. Some of the High Courts have taken a view that on account

of the prevailing situation, the judges who initially entered the

service as CJ are not in a position to reach up to the level of PDJ
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and in very rare circumstances they are in a position to reach the

level  of  a  High  Court  Judge.  On  the  contrary,  some  of  the

States/Union Territories and High Courts have disputed the said

position.

6. Applications for intervention have also been filed on behalf

of both, the judges recruited initially as CJ as well as the judges

who have been directly recruited as District Judges.

7. It is the stand of the applicants/judges who were initially

recruited as CJ that they seldom make it to the post of PDJ and in

rarest of the rare cases they are in a position to reach the level

of a High Court Judge.

8. In support of the aforesaid contention, Shri. S.B. Talekar,

learned Senior Counsel appearing for the Maharashtra State Judges

Association submits that after 2020, out of the 19 judges elevated

to the High Court of Bombay from the service category, only 3

judges  were  initially  appointed  as  CJ,  while  the  remaining  16

judges were directly recruited as District Judges.

9. The said contention is disputed by the learned Senior Counsel

appearing  for  the  applicants/judges  who  have  been  directly

recruited as District Judges. It is submitted that any intervention

by this Court would lead to a situation wherein judges recruited

directly as District Judges would retire as Additional District

Judges.

10. It  cannot  be  disputed  that  the  judges  who  were  initially

appointed as CJ gain rich experience since they have been serving

in  the  judiciary  for  a  number  of  decades.  Furthermore,  every

judicial officer, be it one who was initially recruited as CJ or

one  who  was  directly  recruited  as  a  District  Judge,  has  an

aspiration to reach at least up to the position of a High Court

Judge.

11. We are, therefore, of the view that a proper balance has to be

struck  between  the  competing  claims.  However,  this  issue  would

involve consideration of some of the judgments and orders passed by

Benches  comprising  of  three  learned  judges  of  this  Court.

Therefore,  in  order  to  put  the  entire  controversy  at  rest  and
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provide  a  meaningful  and  long-lasting  solution,  we  are  of  the

considered  view  that  it  will  be  appropriate  if  the  issue  is

considered  by  a  Constitution  Bench  consisting  of  five  learned

Judges of this Court.

12. We, therefore, direct the Registrar (Judicial) to place the

matter before the Chief Justice of India, on the administrative

side for obtaining appropriate orders.

(NARENDRA PRASAD)                               (ANJU KAPOOR)
DEPUTY REGISTRAR                      ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
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